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DECEMBER 6, 2009 
Second Sunday of Advent  

Fr. Joseph Keefe, Pastor  Father Caesar, Parochial Vicar 

Pax Christi Catholic Church 

A Eucharistic Community United to Continue the Mission  

and Message of Jesus 

We invite and welcome all people to learn and grow with us in 

Living the Good News Through 

Stewardship of God’s Gifts  -  Love Manifested in Service  -   

Peace Achieved through Justice 

C h u r c h  o f  
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The Ocean of God’s Mercy 

 

This Advent we begin a new cycle of Scripture readings, called ―Year C.‖ St. 

Mark’s Gospel dominated last year, Year B and St. Matthew, Year A. We now 

focus on the Third Gospel: The Gospel according to St. Luke.  

St. Luke has his particular emphasis. For example, he takes 

care to situate his Gospel in the context of human history. He 

introduces the ministry of John the Baptist (and subsequently 

Jesus) by saying, ―In the fifteen year of the reign of Tiberius 

Caesar…‖ Then he goes on to mention other secular rulers: 

Pontius Pilate, Herod, Philip and Lsyanias. He also includes 

religious authorities: Annas and Caiphas.  

This location in time and place has importance. Sometimes 

you and I feel constrained by time and place. I’d be a rich man if I had a dime for 

every time someone told me, ―Father, I wish I could fly away to some distant 

place.‖ 

The story is told about a young monk who approached an experienced desert 

father. He expressed his frustration, ―I feel so restricted. I am stagnating like a 

pond or a puddle.‖ The elderly monk responded, ―Then do not be a pond. Be a 

bay.‖  

A bay of course is joined with the immense ocean. Each day it has a fresh 

exchange of water. It rarely stagnates.  

St. John the Baptist was like that. He was in an extremely lonely spot — the 

Judean desert. He had a bland, unexciting diet. No TV, no Internet, no 

newspaper, no book of the month. But he did not stagnate. He connected with 

the great ocean — God’s mercy.  

Today’s Gospel states that John proclaimed a ―baptism of repentance for 

forgiveness of sin.‖  I ask you to open your heart to the ocean of God’s mercy.  

The first reading speaks about taking off the ―robe of mourning and misery.‖ 

All of us wear a robe of misery because of our sins. But God wants to take away 

that restricting garment.  

This Advent God wants to take from us this robe of misery and ―put on the 

splendor of glory.‖ As St. John says, to fill the valleys and make low the 

mountains. That is, bring down the mountains of arrogance and lift up the valleys 

of despair. Make a direct path for the Lord. Connect with the ocean of God’s 

mercy. (From my friend, Fr. Phil Bloom, a pastor in the Archdiocese of Seattle.) 

Father T’s 50th 

Fr. Vern Trocinski will celebrate 50 years of ordination to the priesthood on 

May 30th at Pax. He was pastor of Pax from 1989-2002. If any group or 

individual would like to help with is this celebration in the afternoon of that day, 

please call Maureen at the office.  

       — Fr. Joe 

MASS TIMES: 

Saturday 5:15 pm 

Sunday 7:30 9:00 and 10:45 am 

Weekdays 

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri. 9:00 am 

Wednesday 7:00 am 

Reconciliation 

Saturday 4:00-5:00 pm or by 

appointment. 

NEWCOMERS 

Please register after Mass in the 

Hospitality Room at Church, or at the 

parish office.  
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PROOF: December 9, HS PROOF read 

pages 93-96 from The Journey to 

Truth Is an Experience. 

SPECIAL PARENT(S) & MIDDLE 

SCHOOL STUDENT NIGHT at PROOF 

on December, 9 from 6:00-7:30 pm.  

Come and enjoy music, games, faith 

sharing and refreshments. Nursery  

available. 

Caroling to the Homebound: On Wednesday, December 

16, Middle School students and parents are invited to join 

us in caroling to our homebound parishioners from 6:00-

7:30 pm. Please contact Angie to sign-up. We need to 

know how many people will be coming and how many 

drivers are needed. Parents are needed to drive. 

SHINE Work Camp 2010 – Chicago! 

Who: Current 8th graders – High School Seniors.  

When: July 4-10, 2010 

What: SHINE Catholic Work Camp is a 

mission and retreat program. It offers 

daily mass, adoration, praise and worship 

bands, multi-media presentations,  

concerts, keynotes, and work projects. 

Cost: $305 for Pax Christi Parishioners/

$355 for non-parishioners. Deposit of $100 and registra-

tion form due by February 1, 2010. Registration forms 

available at www.paxchristiyouth.org and contact Angie 

about fundraising opportunities. 

Angel Tree Christmas Party: On Wednesday, December 

16, High School students will host the Angel Tree Christ-

mas party in the Center Space from 6:30-8:00 pm. Sign 

up to help out and dress up for the event. 

Middle School Bible Study: All 6th-8th grade youth are 

invited to join a MS Bible Study at the Church of the  

Resurrection on Sunday or Tuesday evenings starting in 

December. For more information contact Dennis Kunkel 

288-5528 or msbible@resurrection-catholic.org. 

GS Advent Retreat for High School Students: Come join 

us at the Villa Maria Conference Center on December 18-

19. Spend time with friends sharing your faith, playing 

games, singing and hiking. Cost is $75. Space is limited. 

For more info, contact Angie at the parish office.  

Registration forms available at www.paxchristiyouth.org 

under ―GS.‖ 

SAVE THE DATE — Ski Trip 2009: Looking for something 

to do over Christmas break? Why not ski with us on 

Wednesday, December 30 at Welch Village. More infor-

mation coming soon. 

Looking for volunteer hours?: Pax 

Christi’s RCIA participants are looking for 

volunteers to supervise the nursery on 

Wednesday evenings from 5:30-7:00 

pm. If this is something you’re interested 

in, please contact Angie. 

Visit Youth Website 
 www.paxchristiyouth.org  Pax Christi News * Events 
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Devotional Candles Are Now Available  

There have been several requests from 

parishioners to offer devotional candles 

for their prayer intention needs. We are 

pleased to inform you that devotional 

candles are now available in the  

Adoration Chapel. The suggested  

donation for each candle lit will be $5. 

Each candle will burn for six days. All profits from the  

devotional candles will go toward the renovation of the 

Adoration Chapel. The adoration chapel is located in the 

lower level of the office building next to the church. It can 

be accessed during weekday office hours which are 8:30 am 

to 4:30 pm. Please contact Joe Kelley for information on 

gaining access after office hours.  
 

Birthright Children's Service Project 

We are collecting supplies for Birthright, an independent, 

interdenominational, charitable, tax-exempt 

organization dedicated to helping all moms 

and babies. If you choose to donate, please 

bring the following items on these dates: 

December 7 – diapers/wipes (larger sizes 

especially needed); December 14 –  baby 

cereal or formula; and December 21 – blanket, baby toy, or 

book (items may be gently used). 
 

Children’s Choir for Christmas Eve Mass 

All children in kindergarten through fifth grade are invited to 

join the Children’s Choir to sing at the 4:00 pm Mass on 

Christmas eve. Rehearsals will take place on the following 

Monday’s: December 7, 14, 21 from 5:45 – 6:30 pm  

downstairs of the church in the music room. Contact Joe  

Kelley at 282-8542, Ext. 109, or kelleyjm@charter.net if your 

child would like to take part in this Christmas Eve choir.  
 

Pax Christi Nativity Program 

All youth in grades 1-5 are invited to join us for the Pax 

Christi Nativity program. Rehearsals are Tuesday, December 

8 from 6:30-7:30 pm, Tuesday, December 15 from 6:30-

7:30 pm, and Sunday December 20 from noon-1:30 pm. 

Even if you can not make all the rehearsals, you are  

welcome to be a part of this Advent experience. This annual 

nativity program will be on Sunday, December 20 from 

6:30-8:00 pm. All those that register will participate.  

Contact Joyce at 282-8542, Ext. 108 with any questions. 

Rochester NCYC Group Thanks Parishes 

The youth and chaperones who attended the National 

Catholic Youth Conference Nov. 19-22 in Kansas City, MO, 

would like to thank all the parishes for supporting the 

group, including parishioners who chose to offer financial 

support, and the many people who supported us in prayer 

throughout our pilgrimage. We are thankful we had the  

opportunity to be present with the Holy Spirit and 21,000  

individuals at this faith-filled celebration. Again, thank you. 
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This Week At Pax Christi  

Ladies of Pax Can Help Habitat for Humanity 

Habitat for Humanity has asked Pax Christi as well as 

other churches for funding to purchase the materials for 

the next home to be built. All the Women of Pax Christi 

have an opportunity to participate in a fundraiser  

toward this project. February 7, 2010, is Super Bowl 

Sunday, and we will be selling snacks and baked  

goodies after all the Masses in the lower level of the 

church. You can participate in this endeavor by  

donating any of your favorite items and/or purchasing. 

If you are unable to provide goodies, could you assist in 

selling the products or possibly do both? Please consider 

how you, as a Woman of Pax Christi, might assist in this 

fund-raising project for Habitat for Humanity. Contact 

Miguel Paz at 282-5013 for more information. 
 

Prayer Shawl Meeting Off for December 

There will be no prayer shawl meetings in December. 
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Knights of Columbus Selling Christmas Cards 

The Pax Christi Knights of Columbus will sell Christmas cards 

downstairs after each Mass until the third weekend of  

December. These cards, designed to ―Keep Christ in  

Christmas‖ are a great way to spread the joy of the season 

to your family and friends. For large or special foreign-

language orders, contact Conrad Josko 951-9784. 
 

Pray for Newest First  

Reconciliation Celebrants 

On December 17, forty-seven children from 

our parish will celebrate the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for the first time. Please keep 

them in your prayers. 
 

Social Justice Committee to Discuss Poverty 

Jesus came to proclaim ―glad tidings to the poor.‖ Catholic 

Social Teaching recognizes this through its emphasis on a 

preferential option for the poor. The Social Justice  

Committee invites you to ponder poverty and homelessness 

during this Advent season by heading Under the Overpass 

by Mike Yankoski. The book can be ordered new for $11.99 

with a 10-percent discount 

from Gifts of Faith. We will 

then meet on January 7 to 

discuss this book. For more information, see the Social Jus-

tice bulletin board or e-mail smburns@charter.net.  
 

Christmas at Rochester Catholic Schools 

Pause for a moment of Christmas Spirit this holiday season. 

You are cordially invited to attend the Christmas concerts at 

any of the Rochester Catholic Schools. 

LHS Christmas Concert, December 13, 

2:00 pm at the LHS Alumni Hall. Holy 

Spirit School Christmas Program,  

December 15, 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm at 

Holy Spirit Church. St. Frances of Assisi 

School Christmas Program, December 

17, 7:00 pm at Church of the Resurrection. St. John the 

Evangelist/St. Pius X School Christmas Program, December 17 

1:00 pm and 7:00 pm at St. John the Evangelist Church. Visit 

our Web site, www.rochestercatholicschools.org and click on 

―Calendars‖ for more events at RCS. 
 

Happy Endings meeting on December 8 

The next meeting of the Happy Endings Book Club will be 

December 8 at 1:00 pm in the gathering space. The book for 

discussion is The Christmas Pearl by Dorothea Benton Frank. 

All are welcome to join us. 
 

Please Check the Lost and Found 

Please check the Lost and Found for any items you may be 

missing. The Lost and Found is located on the lower level of 

the church, on the table at the base of the stairs. There are 

many clothing and personal items currently, but new ―lost‖ 

items are showing up each day. If older items are not 

claimed by December 13, they will be taken to the local 

Goodwill or Salvation Army. 
 

 

Sunday, December 6 Mass Times:  7:30  9:00 10:45 am 

8:30 am ð Donut Sunday 
6:00 pm ð Confirmation Parent and Candidate Faith Share, 
Church, Dining Hall, Center Space 

Monday, December 7 
9:30 am ð Bible Study, Library 
4:00 pm ð Kingdom Kids, Lower Level Classrooms 

Tuesday, December 8 
1:00 pm ð  Happy Endings Book Group, Gathering Space 
6:00 pm ð GS SOC, Office Round Table 
6:30 pm ð En Spirit, Room 4 
6:30 pm ð Nativity Program Rehearsal, Church 
7:00 pm ð GS Study Day, Roundtable 
7:00 pm ð Bible Timeline, Music Room, Church Upper Level 
7:00 pm ð Knights of Columbus, Room 8 
7:30 pm ð Al-Anon Meeting, Library  

Wednesday, December 9 

6:00 am ð Bible Study at Office Round Table 
4:15 pm ð Women in Prayer, Hospitality Room 
5:30 pm ð R.C.I.A., Library 
6:00 pm ð MS PROOF, ROCK 
7:30 pm ð HS PROOF, ROCK 

Thursday, December 10 
6:00 pm ð Rosary and Benediction, Church 
7:00 pm ð 4-H Dierkhising, Rooms 8 and 10 

Friday, December 11 
12:15 pm ð Moms in Touch, Library 
5:30 pm ð Karambi Parish Project, Rooms 5 and 7 

Saturday, December 12 
7:30 am ð Scout Training, Center Space 
10:00 am ð Memorial Service for Jacqueline Veer, Church 
10:00 am ð Overeaters Anonymous, Library 
6:30 pm ð GS Meeting, ROCK 

Social Justice  

 

REMINDER: Church Directories are in. Please pick yours 

up on the table in the gathering space. For anyone who 

would like to purchase the new Parish picture directory, 

donations of $10 will be taken at the church office. 
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PAX CHRISTI MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, December 5 
 5:15 pm Margie Guenther À 
Sunday, December 6 
      7:30 am  Susanna Benz À  
      9:00 am  James Wall À  
 10:45 am  Fr. Dorr  
Monday, December 7 
      9:00 am  Deceased members of Richard À and Mary 
Hines Family 
Tuesday, December 8 
 9:00  am    Lee Piegdon À 
Wednesday, December 9 
      7:00 am  Thomas Mulvey À 
Thursday, December 10 
     9:00 am Therma Timmerman À  
Friday, December 11 
      9:00 am Arthur Colvin À  
Saturday, December 12 
 5:15 pm Myrtle Fleischer À 
Sunday, December 13 
      7:30 am  Living members of the Stanton and Gaylord 
Families 
      9:00 am  Jill Seidel À  
 10:45 am  Ron Tibor À 
Please contact parish office to arrange for mass intentions. 

PAX CHRISTI CHURCHñCONTACT US 

Office Phone ...................................................... (507) 282-8542 

Email ....................................... paxchristichurch@charter.net 

Pax Website .................................. www.paxchristichurch.org 

Pastor, Fr, Joseph Keefe, ext 101éé..paxfrkeefe@charter.net 

Parochial Vicar, Fr. Caesar, ext 119..frcaesar119@charter.net 

Receptionist,  Maureen Weber  ext 100...paxchristichurch@charter.net 

Bookkeeper, Carol deLongpre, ext 103.......paxbkkp@charter.net 

Director of  Liturgy , Baptism, G.I.F.T. Liaison 

Joe Kelley , ext. 109 é...ééééééé...kelleyjm@charter.net 

Youth Ministry Grades 6ñ12 

Angie Slattery , ext 107 é..éééé.angiemae107@charter.net 

Elementary Childrenõs Ministry Grades 1-5 

Joyce Lehman, ext 108 éépaxelementary@charterinternet.com 

Childrenõs Ministry Pre-SchoolñKindergarten, 
Good Shepherd Atrium 

Diane Solheid-Miller ext. 105 ééépaxpreschool@charter.net 

G.I.F.T. Volunteer/Meal Coordinator Michelle Todd é.ext. 106 

Director of Music, Mark Scheitelééééééééé.272-9756 

 Pastoral Council:  éééééé..First Officer Randy Horlocker,  
Pat Fallon, Gene Plutowski, Greg Sherman, Julie Andrist, Bryan 
OôBrien 
  Parish Trustees:  Teresa Silker  282-3003   Pete Streit 285-1666 
  Finance Council Members:  Mark Oldenburg, Ed Mataitis, Mick 
Lindberg, Ron Yanish 
  Pax Prayer Lineéé...Melanie 289-1977  or   Loretta 281-5218 

Calvary Cemetery  Joseph Vroman ééé...ééé.. 288-1770 

Rochester Catholic Schools éééééééé.é   280-0349 

Pax Knights of Columbus, David Silker ééééé  282-3003 

Homebound Ministry, Diane Miller  éé..ééé..é. 282-8542 

Meal Makers Ministry , Amy Crowley .éé..éé.....  288-0733 

Prayer Shawl Ministry,  Laurie Juenemanéééé.  289-7013 

Parish Nurse, Marilyn Seidel éééééééé...éé536-4197 

 

Advertiser of the Week: 

ReMax, Frank Armstrong 

287-7722 

Home Selling Team 

www.rochesterhomeguide.com  
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Openings for Adoration at Pax  
Sunday noon through Friday Midnight in Chapel  

 

Share your Stewardship of Time in Prayer  
Adorers still needed at these times:  

 

Monday : Midnight, 2 am, 3 am, 4 am, 5 am, 6 am, 9 am  

Tuesday : 1 am, 1 pm, 4 pm, 11 pm  
Wednesday:  Midnight, 1 am, 2 am, noon, 2 pm, 11 pm  

Thursday:  Midnight, 1 am, 2 am, 3 am, noon  

Friday : 1 am, 2 am, 3 am, 5 am, 8 am,  
10 am, 2 pm, 8 pm, 11 pm  

Sunday:  Noon, 3 pm, 4 pm, 5 pm, 6 pm, 7 pm, 11 pm  
 

Hourly coordinators also needed at Midnight, 5 am, 
11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm, 7 pm, 9 pm, 11 pm.  

Call Karin Charron at 282-3754 to sign up and for door code.  

Schedule and sub list is on the Pax website. 

20th Annual national Night of Prayer for Life 

―And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.‖ 

John 1:14. Scripture tells us that as soon as the Holy 

Spirit overshadowed the womb of the Virgin Mother, 

God immediately became one of the human family. In 

like manner, when a child is conceived in its mother’s 

womb, that child becomes one of us. This little human 

being now dwells among us. So that the world may 

understand this truth, prayerfully join us in UNITY OF 

PRAYER across the country in our cathedrals, churches, 

and chapels for Eucharistic Adoration and the Holy  

Rosary on Tuesday, December 8, from 7:00-9:00 pm at 

Cathedral of The Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel, 360 

Main Street in Winona. Contact Lynn at 507-450-0112 

for more information. 

Girl Scouts Offer Babysitting for Shoppers 

Troop 40047 of St. Francis of Assisi School is sponsoring 

an afternoon of babysitting so parents can take care of 

their Christmas shopping needs. Date: Sunday,  

December 13, from 1:00-5:00 pm. Where: Pipsqueaks, 

United Way Building, 903 West Center Street. Who: 

Children 6 months through kindergarten. We are raising 

funds for our Bronze Award. We will accept free-will 

donations. There will be adult supervision throughout 

the afternoon. Pipsqueaks is a child-friendly, indoor 

play area located within the United Way Building.  

Contact Amy Hugo at 533-4755 for more information. 

The Perfect Gift for Your Spouse this Christmas 

Give the gift of your time and undivided attention by 

taking your spouse on a Worldwide Marriage  

Encounter. The next weekend is Valentine’s Day  

weekend, February 12-14, 2010 at the BroomTree  

Retreat and Conference Center in Irene, SD. For more 

information or to register, contact Curt and Rochelle 

Lauret at 605-362-9145 or visit www.wwme.org.  


