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MASS TIMES:

Saturday 5:15 pm

Sunday 7:30 9:00 and 10:45 am
Weekdays

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri. 9:00 am
Wednesday 7:00 am
Reconciliation

Saturday 4:00-5:00 pm or by
appointment.

NEWCOMERS

Please register after Mass in the
Hospitality Room at Church, or at the
parish office.

DECEMBER 13, 2009
Third Sunday of Advent
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Pax Christi Catholic Church

A Eucharistic Community United to Continue the Mission
and Message of Jesus
We invite and welcome all people to learn and grow with us in
Living the Good News Through
Stewardship of God’s Gifts - Love Manifested in Service -
Peace Achieved through Justice

4135 18TH AVE NW « ROCHESTER, MN 55901

Fr. Joseph Keefe, Pastor Father Caesar, Parochial Vicar

The “Pink” Sunday

It is “Rejoice Sunday” which is always the theme of the liturgical readings for
this, the Third Sunday of Advent. The sense of joyful anticipation is emphasized.
Jesus, as Victorious Warrior, is drawing near. The Second Reading for today
echoes strongly this spirit. Someone very good to us and for us is
near and we will be better for that Someone’s arrival.

In the Gospel, John is still in center stage predicting the
imminent arrival of the Messiah. When people came to John the
Baptist asking, “What should we do?” he gives them the most
reasonable common sense reply. He says in effect, “Live reality.” -

God is asking you to be faithful to the ordinary circumstances of D\

your life. He will make himself evident there. And with that advice,

“the people were filled with expectation, asking in their hearts whether John
might be the Christ.” All because John made them attentive to their own hearts in
a way that neglected nothing of their humanity.

Luke ends this revelation with John continuing distributing “Good News.”
The rejoicing is both the giving and the receiving of the News of the coming of
the presence of the Good. This is a partial reason for the giving of gifts during this
Advent and Christmas season. Gifts are meant to express something about the
giver, the receiver and something about the relationship between both.

The seven sacraments within the Catholic Church say the same kind of things as
gifts of God. | would like to propose that in the spirit of Advent and Christmas we
give, not presents, but sacraments. These big and little things are gestures
expressive of the giver, the receiver and the relationship between both. God does
this in the sending of the Good News in Christ. The things we give will have
accompanying notes verbally expressing or making explicit what is being said by
the gift. We are saying something about our feelings, our reverence for the receiver
and something explicit about our union or love. The gift says something of the
good news about our relationship and the words complete it and make it all a
Christmas “Presence” and Christmas sacrament within the present we are sharing.

John was preparing to present Jesus and made it explicit by his preaching. In
giving and receiving Christmas sacraments we are symbolizing in our little way,
exactly what God is doing every time we gather at the Eucharist and every time
we attentive to God’s Grace. (With help from Dec. Magnificat p.177 and Daily
Reflection for Dec. 13 by Fr. Gillick, SJ) — Fr. Joe
Justice in health care

There is a very good article on the back page of the December issue of the
Courier. The Pax Social Justice Committee wanted me to reprint it here.
However, it is too long, and cutting something out of it would be neither fair nor
just. | do pray that you read it to see how easily and quickly a hard working
middle class family can find itself among the poor, and perhaps the reason why
government has some responsibility in such cases.

— Fr. Joe




Devotional Candles Are Now Available
There have been several requests from
parishioners to offer devotional candles
for their prayer intention needs. We are
pleased to inform you that devotional
candles are now available in the
Adoration Chapel. The suggested
donation for each candle lit will be $5.
Each candle will burn for six days. All profits from the
devotional candles will go toward the renovation of the
Adoration Chapel. The adoration chapel is located in the
lower level of the office building next to the church. It can
be accessed during weekday office hours which are 8:30 am
to 4:30 pm. Please contact Joe Kelley for information on
gaining access after office hours.

Youth Christmas Tree Looking for Decorations
The environment committee would like to invite all youth
from the parish to bring an ornament to decorate a youth
Christmas tree that will be displayed in the gathering area
during the Christmas season. The decorations can be
homemade or something that is bought. There will be a
collection box in the gathering area on the weekend of
December 20 to collect the decorations. You can also bring
your item on Wednesday, December 23 at 1:00 pm when
we decorate the church for Christmas.

End of Year Donations and Taxes

With the end of the tax year upon us, now is the time to
catch up on charitable donations. To get

credit for 2009, contributions to Pax must be

received in the office by noon on December

31. All contributions received after that date

must be considered 2010 donations. If you

are considering a gift of stock, and it has ap-

preciated in value, you benefit in two ways:

There is no capital gains tax and you get the value of the
stock as a deduction. If you sell stock which has declined in
value, you may claim the loss on your tax return. You can
donate the cash from the sale of the stock and have a deduc-
tion on your tax return for the amount of your gift. You
may wish to consult with your stock broker.

If You Give Stock Donations to Pax ...

If you donate shares of stock to Pax Christi, please contact
Carol delLongpre, the parish bookkeeper at 282-8542.
There are times the broker does not include the clients name
on the transaction slips.

Unique Item Found in Church

A unique Chaplet or decade Rosary was found in the lost
and found. It starts with a gold crucifix and then a red cross
for the Our Father it then proceeds to do ten Hail Mary's in
a clear blue bead inside each bead is a unique item. If you
think this is yours, please contact Michelle Todd at ext 106
to claim this precious item.

Visit Youth Website
www.paxchristiyouth.org

Caroling to the Homebound: On
Wednesday, December 16, Middle
School students and parents are invited
to join us in caroling to our homebound
parishioners from 6:00-7:30 pm. (No
Open ROCK.) Please contact Angie to
sign-up. We need to know how many
people will be coming and how many
drivers are needed. Parents are needed to drive.

Angel Tree Christmas Party: On Wednesday, December
16, High School students will host the Angel Tree
Christmas party in the Center Space from 6:30-8:00 pm.
Sign-up to help out and dress up for the event.

SHINE Work Camp 2010 — Chicago!

Who: Current 8th graders — High School Seniors.

When: July 4-10, 2010

What: SHINE Catholic Work Camp is a
mission and retreat program. It offers
daily mass, adoration, praise and
worship bands, multi-media
presentations, concerts, keynotes, and
work projects. Cost: $305 for Pax
Christi Parishioners/$355 for non-
parishioners. Deposit of $100 and registration form due
by February 1, 2010. Registration forms available at
www.paxchristiyouth.org and contact Angie about
fundraising opportunities.

Looking for volunteer hours? Pax Christi’s RCIA
participants are looking for volunteers to supervise the
nursery on Wednesday evenings from 5:30-7:00 pm. If
this is something you’re interested in, contact Angie.

SAVE THE DATE — Ski Trip 2009: Looking for something
to do over Christmas break? Why not ski with us on
Wednesday, December 30 at Welch Village. More
information will be coming after Thanksgiving.

Pax Christi Nativity Program

All are invited to attend the Pax Christi Nativity program
presented by the elementary youth on Sunday, December
20 from 6:30-8:00 pm. This sing-along program of the
birth of Jesus is appropriate for the entire family. After
the program, plan to stay cookies and fellowship.

Pax Kids to Give Christmas Concert

The Preschool children will be holding their Annual
Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 20 at 10:15 am
in the church. All are welcome to attend!

Games Now Available in the Dining Hall
dining hall for you to use at

There are now games for
~ e ) TN
e
A,
any time. Please return to

children of all ages in the
where you found them when finished.




Christmas Concert at Assisi Heights Chapel
Christmas Concert - A Duet — Monday, December 21, 2009,
from 2:30 pm — 3:30 pm in Lourdes Chapel at Assisi Heights.
Carol Marie Hemish, SSND, pianist and Bob Hachmeister,
organist, will present a concert of Christmas music for your
listening pleasure! No charge, but donations welcomed.
Please come to the Lourdes Chapel entrance. Questions?
Carol Marie Hemish, SSND, Coordinator of AHSC, at 280-
2195 or carolmarie.hemish@myclearwave.net.

Pray for Newest First Reconciliation Celebrants
On December 17, forty-seven children from {

our parish will celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for the first time. Please keep
them in your prayers.

Social Justice Committee to Discuss Poverty

Jesus came to proclaim “glad tidings to the poor.” Catholic
Social Teaching recognizes this through its emphasis on a
preferential option for the poor. The Social Justice
Committee invites you to ponder poverty and homelessness
during this Advent season by heading Under the Overpass
by Mike Yankoski. The book can be ordered new for $11.99

with a 10-percent discount

from Gifts of Faith. We will SOC' al Justlce
then meet on January 7 to

discuss this book. For more information, see the Social
Justice bulletin board or e-mail smburns@charter.net.

Christmas at Rochester Catholic Schools

Pause for a moment of Christmas Spirit this holiday season.
You are cordially invited to attend the Christmas concerts at
any of the Rochester Catholic Schools. LHS Christmas Con-
cert, December 13, 2:00 pm at the LHS Alumni Hall. Holy
Spirit School Christmas Program, December 15, 2:00 pm and
7:00 pm at Holy Spirit Church. St. Frances of Assisi School
Christmas Program, December 17, 7:00 pm at Church of the
Resurrection. St. John the Evangelist/St. Pius X School
Christmas Program, December 17 1:00 pm and 7:00 pm

at St. John the Evangelist Church. Visit our Web site,
www.rochestercatholicschools.org and click on “Calendars”
for more events at RCS.

Please Help Decorate the Church For Christmas!
All parishioners are invited to help decorate the church for
Christmas on Wednesday, December 23 starting at 1:00 pm.
This is a great way to start off the Christmas season at your
parish!

Birthright Children's Service Project
We are collecting supplies for Birthright,

an independent, interdenominational, *’Ag
charitable, tax-exempt organization - =
dedicated to helping all moms and babies. %

If you choose to donate, please bring the

following items on these dates: December

14 — baby cereal or formula; and December 21 — blanket,
baby toy, or book (items may be gently used).

S This Week At Pax Christi

Sunday, December 13 Mass Times: 7:30 9:00 10:45 am
9:00 and 10:45 am & Sunday School, Classrooms

3:00 pm 6 CEW Christmas Party, Room 5

Monday, December 14

9:30 am 6 Bible Study, Library

4:00 pm & Kingdom Kids, Lower Level Classrooms

4:45 pm and 6:30 pm & Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
6:30 pm 6 Cub Scout Pack 210 Meeting, Library
Tuesday, December 15

9:30 am 6 Rosary Making, Room 7

12:00 pm 6 Finance Council, Library

6:00 pm 6 GS SOC, Office Round Table

6:30 pm 6 En Spirit, Room 4

6:30 pm 0 Nativity Program Rehearsal, Church

6:30 pm 6 Pack 210 Den Meeting, Room 7

7:00 pm 6 GS Study Day, Roundtable

7:00 pm 6 Bible Timeline, Music Room, Church Upper Level
7:00 pm 6 Pastoral Council, Office

7:30 pm 6 Al-Anon Meeting, Library

Wednesday, December 16

6:00 am 6 Bible Study at Office Round Table

9:30amd Momdéds Group, Library
5:30 pm 6 R.C.I.A, Library

6:00 pm 6 Youth Caroling and Angel Tree Party, Center
Space, Office and ROCK

7:00 pm 6 Social Justice Committee, Room 5

Thursday, December 17

6:00 pm 6 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

6:00 pm 6 Girl Scout Troop 40278, Room 7

6:00 pm 6 Knights of Columbus, Center Space and Room 8
6:00 pm 6 Rosary and Benediction, Church

6:00 pm 6 Troop 210 Adult Leaders, Room 2

Friday, December 18

12:15 pm 8 Moms in Touch, Library

4:00 pm & SEMSA Classes, Music Room and Class Rooms
Saturday, December 19

10:00 am 6 Overeaters Anonymous, Library

6:30 pm 6 GS Meeting, ROCK

Ladies of Pax Can Help Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity has asked Pax Christi as well as
other churches for funding to purchase the materials for
the next home to be built. All the Women of Pax Christi
have an opportunity to participate in a fundraiser
toward this project. February 7, 2010, is Super Bowl
Sunday, and we will be selling snacks and baked
goodies after all the Masses in the lower level of the
church. You can participate by donating any of your
favorite items and/or purchasing goodies. Volunteers
are also needed to selling the products. Please consider
how you, as a Woman of Pax Christi, might assist in this
fund-raising project for Habitat for Humanity. Contact
Miguel Paz at 282-5013 for more information.

Pax Cookbook Makes Great Christmas Gift
Looking for a Christmas Gift to buy? Purchase a Pax
Christi Cookbook at $13.00 each or two for $25.00.
Contact Maureen at the Church office at 282-8542.



PAX CHRISTI CHURCHA CONTACT US Next Pancake Breakfast at

Office PRONE. ..o (507) 282-8542 Pax Christi Set for December 20
Don’t forget the next Pancake, French

0 | paxchristichurch@charter.net
Pax Website................ceeee......WW.paxchristichurch.org Toast, Sgusage Breakfast all you can

. eat serving from 8:00 am until noon
Pastor, Fr, Joseph Keegeex t 101ee. . paxf r keef @ Aufch Il NeWGates are
Parochial Vicar, Fr. Caesaext 119..frcaesarl19@charter.net always welcome.
Receptionist, Maureen Webewxt 100 paxchristichurch@charter.net Lourdes Fundraiser ltems Available in Kitchen
Bookkeeper, Carol deLongpext 103....... paxbkkp@charter.net Reminder: If you ordered fruit/cheese/beef from the
Director of Liturgy , Baptism, G.I.F.T. Liaison Lourdes Music Department fundraiser, the items have
JoeKelley ext. 109 é...¢ééééééé. . . k arfrived Yheym@evailabletfog pick upefter all Masses
Youth Ministry Grades 6fi 12 this weekend in the Pax kitchen refrigerators. Thank you

Angie Slatterg, xt 107 ¢é. . éé¢éé. angi emae 1°9 V?er@g"hdéf?rty%u? s‘.‘pﬁoéttOf the students!
El ementary Childfends Ministry ColSaauesOffer Babysitting for Shoppers

Joyce Lehmamxt 108 éépaxel ement ar y @clRoRR 47 gf §-tFrancinod Assisidchaql is sponsoring
Chi | dr en & schodii Kindesgarteny P r e an afternoon of babysitting so parents can take care of
Good Shepherd Atrium their Christmas shopping needs. Date: Sunday,

Diane SolheMillee x t . 105 ééépaxpr eschoole@RheR3 fram1:00:500 pm. Where: Pipsqueaks,

. . . United Way Building, 903 West Center Street. Who:
G.I.F.T. Volunteer/Meal CoordinatorMi ¢ he |l led. 1080 odd é. Children 6 months through kindergarten. We are raising

Director of Music, Ma r k S c hée€i éteeél eé. &7€362 funds for our Bronze Award. We will accept free-will
Pastoral Council: é é é é é éFirst Officer Randy Horlocker, donations. There will be adult supervision throughout
Pat Fallon, Gene Plutowski, Greg Sherman, Julie Andrist, Bryan the afternoon. Pipsqueaks is a child-friendly, indoor
O6Brien play area located within the United Way Building.
Parish Trustees: Teresa Silker 28203 Pete Streit 28H6 Contact Amy Hugo at 533-4755 for more information.
Finance Council Members: Mark Oldenburg, Ed Mataitis, Mick . . .
Lindberg, Ron Yanish The Perfect Gift for Your Spouse this Christmas
Pax Prayer Lineé é .Melani@891977or Loretta815218 Give the gift of your time and undivided attention by
Calvary Cemetery Joseph Vroméné é . . . é é-8770 288 taking your spouse on a Worldwide Marriage
Rochester Catholic Schools é é é ¢ é é ¢ é . €-0349 2 80 Encounter. The next weekend is Valentine’s Day
PaxKnights of Columbus, Davi d Si | Be0B & ééé ¢ Weekend, February 12-14, 2010 at the BroomTree
. ) L . Retreat and Conference Center in Irene, SD. For more

Homebound M'_n'.Stry' Diane Milleé ? s € ? ? . 8582 282 information or to register, contact Curt and Rochelle
Meal Makers Ministry , Amy Crowleg € . . € é . 0733 . 2 8 8 Lauret at 605-362-9145 or visit www.wwme.org.
Prayer Shawl Ministry, Laurie Juenené&ag é € . -701838 9

Parish Nurse, Marilyn Seidélé é ¢ é é é é . . -44995 3 6 PAX CHRISTI MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 12 .
515pm Myrtl e Fl eischer A

Advertiser of the Week:
Sunday, December 13
Homes of Harmony 7:30 am  Living members of the Stanton and Gaylord
The Manufactured Home Experts Families }
- A 9:00am Ji I | Seidel A
A 2.82 .9833 10:45am Ron Ti bor A
Dennis Kieffer Monday, December 14
900am Ken Fiebelborn
Tuesday, December 15
- - 9: 00 am Susan Bre eton A
Openings for Adoration at Pax Wednesday, December 16
Sunday noon through Friday Midnight in Chapel 7:00am Bob Stricke A
Share your Stewardship of Time in Prayer Thursday, December 17 ) ,
Adorers still needed at these times: 9:00am Fr. Keefeds Anniversary
Friday, December 18
Monday : Midnig am, 6 am, 9 am 9:.00am Susan Brereton A
11 pm Saturday, December 19
Wednesday:  Mi on, 2 pm, 11 pm 515pm Frank A and Ethel Corry
Thursday: 3 am, noon Sunday, December 20
Frldayio e am. 730am Larry Ferguson A
sunday: IR p:'n‘7pm . 900am George Sobotta A
[ ! ’ ! ! ! i 10045am Judge Roger S. Pl unkett
Hourly coordinators also needed at Midnight, 5 am, : : . :
11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm, 7 pm, 9 pm, 11 pm. Please contact parish office to arrange for mass intentions.
Call Karin Charron at 282-3754 to sign up and for door code.
Schedule and sub list is on the Pax website.




