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DECEMBER 20, 2009 
Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Fr. Joseph Keefe, Pastor  Father Caesar, Parochial Vicar 

Pax Christi Catholic Church 

A Eucharistic Community United to Continue the Mission  

and Message of Jesus 

We invite and welcome all people to learn and grow with us in 

Living the Good News Through 

Stewardship of God’s Gifts  -  Love Manifested in Service  -   

Peace Achieved through Justice 

C h u r c h  o f  
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The Visit Between Two Women 

 

The Gospel for the fourth Sunday of Advent is an intimate encounter 

between two women of faith. Both have trusted in the secrecy of 

pregnancy. They both are moved to share their secrets. It is 

said that a person is as sick as their secrets. It seems that healthy 

secrets are those which will result in life, growth and joyfulness. 

Mary has been greeted by an angel and trusts what she 

hears in her soul. Elizabeth hears Mary’s greeting and trusts 

what she hears and feels within her body. Elizabeth greets 

Mary with a tender benediction: ―Blessed are you who 

believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.‖ 

Mary is pictured as having received well a tremendous gift and promise. 

The first thing she is moved to do is to check it out with her cousin whom 

she has heard is pregnant too. Reception implies grateful distribution. So 

much preparation for the great Gift of God’s impregnating the womb of this 

world. All is set now, only the waiting and watching and wanting. 

Little children wonder at the process of birth. My very own nephew and 

wife had a baby this very morning and their three-year-old daughter has 

been told as much as she can hold, all about it. It is just too much of a kind 

of miracle for her and I am sure for her parents as well. Christmas is like 

that. It is too much for us to handle and take in and be tumbled over by. 

Christmas is for children then? Santas are so great, and elves, and 

reindeers, and Nutcrackers. All are so important for trying to take it all in. It 

can be too impregnating, too intimate. 

Bethlehem, Israel, Mary, stable, manger, shepherds, you, me, us — all 

too small and yet all hold and behold the secret’s now being announced. 

God has come to us according to what makes sense to our minds. 

Through our senses God has come to visit and stay. It does remain more 

than we can handle and yet God continues to give the Gift into our little 

hands, our little stables, our little mangers to hold and begin distributing. He 

came that we might have life and be freed to give it, and Him away in the 

life-long, life-giving visits we make in the lives of others. Christmas is for 

children, yes, but for those of us who seek intimacy in life, Christmas grows 

us up. 

―The Virgin is with child and shall bear a son, and she will call him 

Emmanuel.‖ Is. 7,14 

 

       -Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ  

MASS TIMES: 

Saturday 5:15 pm 

Sunday 7:30 9:00 and 10:45 am 

Weekdays 

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri. 9:00 am 

Wednesday 7:00 am 

Individual Reconciliation Services 

Monday, Dec. 21, 6:30-7:30 pm 

Wednesday, Dec. 23, 9:30-10:30 am 

Wednesday, Dec. 23, 4:00-5:00 pm 

Christmas Eve, Thursday, Dec. 24 

4:00 pm. 6:00 pm, and 10:00 pm 

(There will be no 9:00 am Mass.) 

The parish office will close at 2:00 pm 

Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25 

9:00 am and 10:45 am 

Merry Christmas 

A blessed Christmas season to everyone 

from the staff at Pax Christi, Fr. Joe and 

Fr. Caesar. 

Reconciliation 

Saturday 4:00-5:00 pm or by 

appointment. 

NEWCOMERS 

Please register after Mass in the 

Hospitality Room at Church, or at the 

parish office.  
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―Christ fulfills what He makes you desire.‖ GS 

Winter Vacation 2010 for 9-12th Graders 

Looking for a winter break? Join us  

February 12-15 in Wisconsin Dells for  

singing, hiking, praying, games, talks and 

friendship! Cost is $225 on or before  

January 19 or $275 after January 19.  

Registration forms available online or  

contact Angie at 292-8542, Ext. 107.  
 

SHINE Work Camp 2010 – Chicago! 

Who: Current 8th graders – High 

School Seniors.  

When:  July 4-10, 2010 

What: SHINE Catholic Work Camp is a 

mission and retreat program. It offers 

daily mass, adoration, praise and  

worship bands, multi-media  

presentations, concerts, keynotes, and 

work projects. Cost: $305 for Pax 

Christi Parishioners/$355 for non-parishioners. Deposit of 

$100 and registration form due by February 1, 2010.  

Registration forms available at www.paxchristiyouth.org 

and contact Angie about fundraising opportunities. 
 

Looking for volunteer hours?  

Pax Christi’s RCIA participants are looking for volunteers 

to supervise the nursery on Wednesday evenings from 

5:30-7:00 pm. If this is something you’re interested in, 

contact Angie. 
 

Pax Christi Nativity Program 

All are invited to attend the Pax Christi Nativity program 

presented by the  elementary youth today, Sunday,  

December 20 from 6:30-8:00 pm. This sing-along  

program of the birth of Jesus is appropriate for the entire 

family. After the program, plan to stay cookies and  

fellowship. 
 

Pax Kids to Give Christmas Concert 

The Preschool children will be holding their Annual 

Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 20 at 10:15 am 

in the church. All are welcome to attend! 

 

Games Now Available in the Dining Hall 

There are now games for  

children of all ages in the dining 

hall for you to use at any time. 

Please return to where you found them when finished.  

 

If You Give Stock Donations to Pax ... 

If you donate shares of stock to Pax Christi, please  

contact Carol deLongpre, the parish bookkeeper at  

282-8542. There are times the broker does not include 

the clients name on the transaction slips.  

Visit Youth Website 
 www.paxchristiyouth.org  Pax Christi News * Events 
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Encounters with Mary Reflects on Nativity 

This month, Encounters with Mary on December 21 at 7:00 

pm will reflect on the story of Jesus’ birth. Only Matthew 

and Luke describe the events surrounding the Annunciation 

and Birth of the Savior. These accounts are important in that 

they proclaim Jesus to be the Messiah and 

Son of God from the very moment of his 

conception. They also foreshadow his  

ministry (and subsequently that of the  

apostles) in that even when the good news 

of salvation is given, many still reject the 

message and the preacher. Others are  

astonished, but soon return to their previous lives.  

However, Mary heard the Word of God and kept it in her 

heart. In her desire to understand these marvelous events 

and participate in God’s plan of salvation, she is a model 

Christian believer. 
 

Youth Christmas Tree Looking for Decorations 

The environment committee would like to invite all youth 

from the parish to bring an ornament to decorate a youth 

Christmas tree that will be displayed in the gathering area 

during the Christmas season. The decorations can be  

homemade or something that is bought. There will be a  

collection box in the gathering area on the weekend of  

December 20 to collect the decorations. You can also bring 

your item on Wednesday, December 23 at 1:00 pm when 

we decorate the church for Christmas. 
 

End of Year Donations and Taxes 

Please be aware of our Mass times and office hours here at 

Pax during Christmas week. 

Â On Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24, Masses will be 

at 4:00 pm. 6:00 pm, and 10:00 pm. There will be no 9:00 

am Mass. 

Â On Christmas Day, Friday, December 25, Masses will be 

at 9:00 am and 10:45 am.  

Â The church offices will be closed on Christmas Eve at 2:00 

pm. Finally, a blessed Christmas season to everyone from 

the staff at Pax Christi, Fr. Joe and Fr. Caesar. 
 

End of Year Donations and Taxes 

With the end of the tax year upon us, now is the 

time to catch up on charitable donations. To get 

credit for 2009, contributions to Pax must be 

received in the office by noon on December 31. 

All contributions received after that date must be 

considered 2010 donations. If you are considering a gift of 

stock, and it has appreciated in value, you benefit in two 

ways: There is no capital gains tax and you get the value of 

the stock as a deduction. If you sell stock which has declined 

in value, you may claim the loss on your tax return. You can 

donate the cash from the sale of the stock and have a deduc-

tion on your tax return for the amount of your gift. You 

may wish to consult with your stock broker.  
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This Week At Pax Christi  

Drivers Needed for Transportation Ministry 

Drivers are needed for parishioners who need a ride to 

Mass on the weekends. Flexible scheduling is available. 

If you are willing and able, please call John and Jen at 

282-8480. 
 

Pax Cookbook Makes Great Christmas Gift 

Looking for a Christmas Gift to buy? Purchase a Pax 

Christi Cookbook at $13.00 each or two for $25.00. 

Contact Maureen at the Church office at 282-8542. 
 

An Invitation to Join the Knights of Columbus 

The Pax Christi Knights of Columbus invite all Catholic 

men, 18 and older, to join our 82-

member (and growing) council 

and take the steps to enhance the 

core values of Charity, Unity,  

Fraternity and Patriotism in your 

personal life. Contact Ken Linn at 

287-1095 or David Silker at 282-

3003 if you are interested in  

becoming a member. Visit 

www.kofc.org for more information. 

   3 

Christmas Concert at Assisi Heights Chapel 

Christmas Concert - A Duet – Monday, December 21, 2009, 

from 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm in Lourdes Chapel at Assisi Heights. 

Carol Marie Hemish, SSND, pianist and Bob Hachmeister, 

organist, will present a concert of Christmas music for your 

listening pleasure! No charge, but donations welcomed. 

Please come to the Lourdes Chapel entrance. Questions? 

Carol Marie Hemish, SSND, Coordinator of AHSC, at 280-

2195 or carolmarie.hemish@myclearwave.net. 
 

Nourishing the Body and Soul through Meditation 

Monday morning Bible Study at 9:30 am will not be  

meeting for the rest of December. Our next Bible Study will 

meet in Monday, January 11. Have a Blessed Christmas and a 

Happy New Year, Sister Gavin.  
 

Knights Thank Christmas Card Buyers 

Pax Christi Knights of Columbus Council 14145 would like to 

thank parishioners who purchased Christmas cards and other 

items from our Keep Christ in Christmas sale. The proceeds 

from this important fundraiser help finance Knights activities 

and charities within the parish. 
 

Registration for RCS for 2010-2011 

Enrolling in Catholic schools is to experience a living  

spirituality. It is a tangible link of turning faith into action. 

Registration applications are now being accepted for  

Preschool at Rochester Catholic Schools and for Lourdes 

High School freshmen for the 2010-2011 school year.  

Registration will begin on February 8 at RCS elementary 

schools and for current Lourdes students. Schedule your tour 

at any of the Rochester Catholic Schools by calling the school 

office: St. Francis of Assisi, 288-4816; St. Pius X,  

288-5161; St. John the Evangelist, 282-5248; Holy Spirit, 

288-8818; and Lourdes high School, 289-3991. 
 

Please Help Decorate the Church For Christmas! 

All parishioners are invited to help decorate the church for 

Christmas on Wednesday, December 23 starting at 1:00 pm. 

This is a great way to start off the Christmas season at your 

parish!  
 

Birthright Children's Service Project 

We are collecting supplies for  Birthright, an independent, 

interdenominational, charitable, tax-exempt organization 

dedicated to helping all moms and babies. If you choose to 

donate, please bring the following items on December 21 – 

blanket, baby toy, or book (items may be gently used). 
 

Pax Men’s Club Meeting for January 

At the Pax Men’s Club meeting, January 5 at 7:00 pm, we’ll 

discuss Retirement Hobbies for Grumpy Old Men. Joe Con-

nell will describe the process of building a homebuilt aircraft. 

This is a Power Point presentation of the construction. Parts, 

tools and plans will be available. Free beer and pizza also at 

6:00 pm social event. Please join us at the lower level of the 

church. All men are welcome, no dues, no free-will offering. 

Just show up. 

Sunday, December 20 Mass Times:  7:30  9:00 10:45 am 

8:00 am ð Pancake Breakfast, Dining Hall 
12:00 pm ð Nativity Program Rehearsal, Church Upper Level 
1:00 pm ð Agnes Kolb Christmas Party, Center Space 
6:30 pm ð Nativity Program, Church Upper Level 

Monday, December 21 
4:00 pm ð Kingdom Kids, Lower Level Classrooms 
7:00 Encounters with Mary, Sanctuary 

Tuesday, December 22 
6:00 pm ð GS SOC, Office Round Table 
6:30 pm ð En Spirit, Room 4 
7:00 pm ð GS Study Day, Roundtable 
7:00 pm ð Bible Timeline, Music Room, Church Upper Level 
7:00 pm ð Knights of Columbus, Room 8 
7:00 pm ð Parents of Murdered Children, Room 7 
7:00 pm ð Stewardship Meeting, Room 2 
7:30 pm ð Al-Anon Meeting, Library  
9:00 pm ð En. Spirit, Sacristy 

Wednesday, December 23 

6:00 am ð Bible Study at Office Round Table 
4:15 pm ð Women in Prayer, Hospitality Room 
5:30 pm ð R.C.I.A., Library 
7:00 pm ð parents of Murdered Children, Room 7 

Thursday, December 24 
4:00 pm ð Childrenôs Mass, Sanctuary 
6:00 pm ð Mass, Sanctuary 
10:00 pm ð Mass, Sanctuary 
Friday, December 25 
9:00 am ð Mass, Sanctuary 
10:45 am ð Mass, Sanctuary 

Saturday, December 26 
10:00 am ð Overeaters Anonymous, Library 
6:30 pm ð GS Meeting, ROCK 
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PAX CHRISTI MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, December 19 
 5:15 pm Frank À and Ethel Corry 
Sunday, December 20 
      7:30 am Larry Ferguson À 
      9:00 am George Sobotta À  
 10:45 am Judge Roger S. Plunkett À 
Monday, December 21 
      9:00 am  JoAnne Trosin À 
Tuesday, December 22 
 9:00  am    Mary Jo Pischke À 
Wednesday, December 23 
      7:00 am  Ivy Schwieters À 
Thursday, December 24 
     4:00 pm Fr. Syl Brown 
 6:00 pm Paula Larson À 
 10:00 pm Gerald Vandal À 
Friday, December 25 
      9:00 am John Dulek À  
     10:45 am Martin Orlando À and Tammy Joan Wilson À 
Saturday, December 26 
 5:15 pm Gene Breza À  
Sunday, December 27 
      7:30 am Betty Albano À 
      9:00 am James Wall À  
 10:45 am J. Harold Anderson À 
 
Please contact parish office to arrange for mass intentions. 

PAX CHRISTI CHURCHñCONTACT US 

Office Phone ...................................................... (507) 282-8542 

Email ....................................... paxchristichurch@charter.net 

Pax Website .................................. www.paxchristichurch.org 

Pastor, Fr, Joseph Keefe, ext 101éé..paxfrkeefe@charter.net 

Parochial Vicar, Fr. Caesar, ext 119..frcaesar119@charter.net 

Receptionist,  Maureen Weber  ext 100...paxchristichurch@charter.net 

Bookkeeper, Carol deLongpre, ext 103.......paxbkkp@charter.net 

Director of  Liturgy , Baptism, G.I.F.T. Liaison 

Joe Kelley , ext. 109 é...ééééééé...kelleyjm@charter.net 

Youth Ministry Grades 6ñ12 

Angie Slattery , ext 107 é..éééé.angiemae107@charter.net 

Elementary Childrenõs Ministry Grades 1-5 

Joyce Lehman, ext 108 éépaxelementary@charterinternet.com 

Childrenõs Ministry Pre-SchoolñKindergarten, 
Good Shepherd Atrium 

Diane Solheid-Miller ext. 105 ééépaxpreschool@charter.net 

G.I.F.T. Volunteer/Meal Coordinator Michelle Todd é.ext. 106 

Director of Music, Mark Scheitelééééééééé.272-9756 

 Pastoral Council:  éééééé..First Officer Randy Horlocker,  
Pat Fallon, Gene Plutowski, Greg Sherman, Julie Andrist, Bryan 
OôBrien 
  Parish Trustees:  Teresa Silker  282-3003   Pete Streit 285-1666 
  Finance Council Members:  Mark Oldenburg, Ed Mataitis, Mick 
Lindberg, Ron Yanish 
  Pax Prayer Lineéé...Melanie 289-1977  or   Loretta 281-5218 

Calvary Cemetery  Joseph Vroman ééé...ééé.. 288-1770 

Rochester Catholic Schools éééééééé.é   280-0349 

Pax Knights of Columbus, David Silker ééééé  282-3003 

Homebound Ministry, Diane Miller  éé..ééé..é. 282-8542 

Meal Makers Ministry , Amy Crowley .éé..éé.....  288-0733 

Prayer Shawl Ministry,  Laurie Juenemanéééé.  289-7013 

Parish Nurse, Marilyn Seidel éééééééé...éé536-4197 

 

Advertiser of the Week: 

Mike Busch Agency 

State Farm Insurance 

281-1210 

Auto-Life-Health Home & Business 
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Openings for Adoration at Pax  
Sunday noon through Friday Midnight in Chapel  

 

Share your Stewardship of Time in Prayer  
Adorers still needed at these times:  

 

Monday : Midnight, 2 am, 3 am, 4 am, 5 am, 6 am, 9 am  

Tuesday : 1 am, 1 pm, 4 pm, 11 pm  
Wednesday:  Midnight, 1 am, 2 am, noon, 2 pm, 11 pm  

Thursday:  Midnight, 1 am, 2 am, 3 am, noon  

Friday : 1 am, 2 am, 3 am, 5 am, 8 am,  
10 am, 2 pm, 8 pm, 11 pm  

Sunday:  Noon, 3 pm, 4 pm, 5 pm, 6 pm, 7 pm, 11 pm  
 

Hourly coordinators also needed at Midnight, 5 am, 
11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm, 7 pm, 9 pm, 11 pm.  

Call Karin Charron at 282-3754 to sign up and for door code.  

Schedule and sub list is on the Pax website. 

The Perfect Gift for Your Spouse this Christmas 

Give the gift of your time and undivided attention by 

taking your spouse on a Worldwide Marriage  

Encounter. The next weekend is Valentine’s Day  

weekend, February 12-14, 2010 at the BroomTree  

Retreat and Conference Center in Irene, SD. For more 

information or to register, contact Curt and Rochelle 

Lauret at 605-362-9145 or visit www.wwme.org. 
 

Thanks from the Rahman-Waller Family 

On behalf of the Cheryl Rahman-Waller Family and Pax 

Christi parish, thank you to the people who served Mrs. 

Rahman-Waller’s funeral luncheon on Wednesday,  

December 9, 2009. Thank you, Joyce Lehman,  

Maureen Weber, Susan Ward, Peg DeLano, Nancy 

Kane, Carol Berns, and Jean Benson. 
 

Thanks from the Veer Family 

On behalf of the Jacqueline Beth Veer Family and Pax 

Christi parish, thank you to the people who served Ms. 

Veer’s funeral luncheon on Saturday, December 12, 

2009. Thank you, Maria Peterson, Ramona and Ron 

Digre, Deb Krause, Gail Keidl, Kay Morben, Ann  

Ellingson, Carmena Melvin, Peg DeLano, Maxine  

Trolander, Arlene Schimik. 
 

 

Latin Mass Schedule in Simpson 

Fr. Matt Fasnacht will celebrate the second monthly 

Rochester Tridentine Latin Mass at St. Bridget Church in 

Simpson on Sunday, December 20, at 12:30 pm. The 

Low Mass will celebrate the fourth Sunday in Advent. 

Note the time change for the Mass on the third Sunday 

of the month to 12:30 pm while the Latin Mass on the 

first Sunday of the month will still be at 4:00 pm. 


