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Pax Christi   
A Eucharistic community  

united to continue  
the message and mission of Jesus. 

 
We invite and welcome all people  

to learn and grow with us in  
living the Good News through:   

 
 

    Stewardship of God's gifts,                       
    Love manifested in service, and  
    Peace achieved through justice 
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Dear Parishioners,  
 

Welcome to our sixth year of Growing in Faith  

Together (G.I.F.T.).  This booklet includes our  

parish  preschool -adult faith formation opportunities.   

This mailing is your registration form and  

information for the year ð please do not lose it!  
 

We continue to build on our successes. In addition to  

offering the  G.I.F.T. family program once a month, we have 

weekly age-specific follow -up sessions for our youth and a 

monthly topic for adults who wish to òdig deeperó into the 

theme.  Calendars for all programs may be found at our  

website: PaxChristiChurch.org or will be available at our  

kick -off event on Sept. 20 th . 
 

A resource you may want to consider having available is the 

Catholic Faith Handbook and the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. Both will be available on Sept. 20 th  or at  Gifts of 

Faith,  located at 1816 2 nd ST SW in Rochester.  
 

The four pillars of the Catholic Church will continue to be  

emphasized. We will grow together in:  

1. What we believe  

2. How we worship 

3. How we live  

4. How we pray  

 

Throughout this yearõs booklet, you will find testimonies from 

Pax parishioners about our various programs. We hope you will 

find them enlightening.  
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The revised fee schedule from last year will continue. The  

maximum annual fee any family will pay for programs is $130.  

Volunteering to be a catechist in a variety of ministry areas  

may earn you a discount (see the  yellow ministry form).  

Extra optional events such as skiing, bowling, etc. may have 

an event fee. If any of these fees causes a financial  

hardship, a limited number of scholarships are available.  

 

G.I.F.T. will again be offered once a month on a Monday and 

Sunday. On the Wednesday after the Monday G.I.F.T., all 

adults are invited to our catechist/parent faith sharing 

night. This is an opportunity to investigate how the life of 

the catechist is communicated; how do you give what you 

have received to our preschool -high school children? Beside 

helping to build a community of believers, there will be the 

opportunity to learn more about the upcoming youth faith 

formation sessions.   
 

 

Please take a few minutes to review all of the opportunities 

available, fill out the registration and volunteer forms and 

return them to the church office by September 1 st . There 

will also be a drop box in the gathering area of the church 

for your convenience. We'll see you at the kick -off event on 

September 20 th  when we gather to enjoy òPax Christiõs Got 

Talent!ó  
 

Peace, 

The G.I.F.T. team  
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Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T)  

Kick-Off Event  

(all ages)  
 

Pax Christiõs Got Talent!  
On September 20 th  come and be entertained by your  

fellow parishioners. The line -up is still being finalized, but 

we have parishioners who can play musical instruments, 

juggle, talk like Kermit the Frog, dance, and sing!  
 

You donõt want to miss it! 
 

  5:00  Meal  

  6:00  Talent Show  

 6:45   Information about our  

  faith formation programs  

 7:00   Information about Sacramental preparation  

  

 

 

 

If you have a child who will be  

preparing to receive  

Reconciliation, Eucharist, or Confirmation  

this year, please plan to attend.  

Specific detailed information will be presented.  

G.I.F
.T. is a great opportunity for m

y 

family to learn more about our Catholic 

faith. I li
ke how each topic is presented at 

age-specific levels. The topics are great 

conversations starters! 

At G.I.F.T., I find out the 

answers to questions I 
didnôt even know I had!
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Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T)  

(all ages)  
G.I.F.T. is our primary faith - learning opportunity.  Various topics 

based on the four pillars of the Catholic faith are explored through-

out the school year in an inter -generational faith experience. 

Through G.I.F.T., we learn more about how to live the life Jesus  

offers us.  
 

Monthly times are:  

 Mondayñmeal at 5:15, faith event from 6:00 -7:45   

 OR 

 Sundayñmeal at 4:30, faith event from 5:15 -7:00.  
 

Confirmation  families, please sign up for Sunday. Candidates will meet with 
their confirmation small groups during break -out sessions. 
 

 Topics for 2009 - 2010  
 

September 21 or 27    Choosing to Be -Come Catholic:   

          Why it Made All the Difference  

October 19 or 25     Your Soul Alive:  

           When Your Gift Meets Anotherõs Need 

November 16 or 22     Itõs My Life. Leave Me Alone.   Rights & 

           Responsibilities in Catholic Teaching  

January 18 or 24    Jesus Christ: SuperTruth    

February 15 or 21    Soul Food for Lent:  

           A Heart Healthy Journey  

March 15 or 21     Glorious Mysteries:  

           The Beauty of a New Beginning  

April 19 or 25      Catholic Identity:  

           Why Does it Matter?  
 

Please fill out the enclosed blue Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T) 
family registration/stewardship form.   
 
Fee:  None, but please pre -register  
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Digging Deeper  

(adults)  

Did you hear something at G.I.F.T. that intrigued you?   

Do you have more questions?  

Do you want to enhance your ability to live your faith in the world ? 

 

Offered Thursday after the Sunday G.I.F.T.  

from 6 -7:30 pm. 
 

2009 -2010 Dates and Topics  
Oct. 1    Why do people decide to become Catholic?   

Oct. 29  Your Soul Alive: When Your Gift Meets Anotherõs Need   

      Part II  

Dec. 3  Life at all costs?  Do we ever outlive our usefulness?   

Jan. 28  What is truth? Is it really relative?  

Feb. 25 Sin, Fasting, and Grace  

March 25  How is your life a glorious mystery?     

April 29  Catholic Identity: Why does it matter? Part II  

 
We encourage parents to participate in the Digging Deeper  

 sessions. If you have young children, the nursery will be available. 

Please let us know your needs.  

 
There is no fee or pre -registration required.  

 

                               Come and see. 
 

 
 

I appreciated the chance 

to look at the G.I.F.T. 

topic from another 
 perspective. 
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R.C.I.A.  

(The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)  

(adults)  

Do you know anyone who is interested in joining the Catholic Church? 

Are they hesitant or unsure where to begin?  

Have you talked to them about the process  

by which they would become members of the Catholic Church?  

 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) is a program   

concerned with the total formation of the person so that they may 

come to understand, believe, live, pray, and serve the Church  

community. 

 

This is a weekly learning and faith  

sharing experience with Fr. Keefe,   

Fr. Caesar, and the R.C.I.A. team.  

R.C.I.A. meets on a day of the  

week determined by the group.  

 
To register, contact the church office @ 282 -8542  

or parishioner, Cathy Walden @ 287 -6047.              Fee:  None  
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Bible Timeline  

(adults and older youth)  

Acts: The Spread of the Kingdom  

Come witness how the apostles, through the power of the Holy 

Spirit, continued the saving mission of Christ on earth. You will 

see how the Kingdom of God is truly among us in the Holy 

Church established by Christ, and you will come to a greater 

appreciation of the entire Catholic faith.  
 

Begins Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 7:00 pm and  

continues every Tuesday for 20 weeks.  
  

Activity code:        Book Cost: 
ACTS ð Tuesday 7-9 pm             $26 (pay the first night)  
 

Revelations: The Kingdom Yet to Come  

Have you ever wished for a truly Catholic approach to  

understanding this many -faceted book? This study looks at 

Revelation as a book of liturgy, as a handbook of discipleship, 

and as a revelation of the final Exodus of the people of God. 

Particular care is taken to explain the symbolic language that 

permeates the book.  
 

Begins Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 7:00 pm and  

continues every Tuesday for 10 weeks.  
 

Activity code:      Book Cost:  
REV ð Tuesday 7-9 pm  $20  (pay the first night)  
 

Questions? Contact Mark Scheitel @ 272 ñ9756   
  or email mascheitel@msn.com. 

It helps to connect Bible 

history to world events.  

I carry the Bible 

Timeline Chart in my 

Bible and still refer to 

it quite often...  

Acts and Revelations are  

video based programs with 

discussion. If you wish, you 

may attend the video -only 

segment of both.  

Catechist/Parent Faith Sharing  

(adults)  

When you had your child baptized did you really understand  

 what you were committing yourself to when the priest stated,  

òYou must make it your constant care to bring your child up in the 

practice of the faithó? 
 

What exactly are we passing on to our children?  

How are we passing it on?  

On the Wednesday following the Monday G.I.F.T., we offer an 

adult night for parents and catechists. This evening is for you 

to broaden your own faith, build community, and learn what is 

being taught in our youth faith formation sessions.  

We will continue to read Luigi Giussaniõs book,  

The Risk of Education.  
All are  invited from 7 -8 pm,  

catechists remain for an additional half hour.  

 

 

 

2009 -2010 dates:  

  September 23  January  20                          

  October 21   March 17  

  November 18 April 28
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What helped me most were the  real-life  situations that were presented. 

We really make an impact 

on these children. 

I wish more would  attendðhow can we get 
parents and catechists to 

realize what they are missing? 

...the small group 

discussion was the 

most helpful to me.  

After a  

session...I would  

implement or try what I 

had learned. 

If you are planning on being a catechist, 

please mark these dates on your calendar.
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Catechist  

(adults and older youth)  

Catechist comes from the Greek word, òto echo the teachings.ó  

It is the process of nurturing the Catholic faith  

while creating an environment in which faith can flourish.  

We nurture the faith simply by being a living example of faith.  

 There are many needs!  

    Program        Age/Grade       Time 

Sunday School 3yrs. OR 4 yrs. OR 5yrs.  
by Sept. 1, 2009  

Sunday 

 9 am OR 10:45 am 

Preschool-kindergarten  
(3-5 years)  

Monday 4:45 pm 

OR 6:30 pm OR  

Thursday 8:45 am  

Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd   

1st - 3rd  grade Thursday 6 -7:30  

4th  - 6th  grade Thursday 6 -7:30  

Children's  Liturgy 

of the Word  

3 yrs. -  2nd grade Saturday  

 5:15 pm 

Elementary  

Kingdom Kids 

1st  grade OR  3rd  grade 

 OR 4th  grade OR  5th grade 

Monday 4:45 pm 

OR  6:30 pm 

Reconciliation & 

Eucharist  

Preparation  

 

typically 2 nd grade 

Monday 4:45 pm 

OR 6:30 pm 

Middle school  6th  - 8th  grade Wednesday  

  6-7:30 pm 

High school  9th  - 12th  grade Wednesday  

  7:30 -9 pm 

Confirmation 

Preparation  

typically 10 th  grade Sunday  

  6:30 -8 pm 

Each program that you volunteer for earns you a $20 credit!  
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 Catechist Orientation  
 

Wed., Sept. 16th 7 - 8:30 pm  

OR  

Sat. Sept. 19th 9 - 10:30 am  
 

in the Center Space.  

 

Also, please plan on attending the Catechist/Parent 

Faith Sharing sessions listed on page 9.  

This has forced 

me to try to find 

Christ in every 

circumstance and 

to allow students 
to lead. 

Being a catechist is a new experience 

for me. The year has been a good  

journey for me...th
is experience is 

changing/renewing my faith relationship 

with my family, Christ, and myself. 

I believe teaching is a gift from God. 

 It is given to all of us, but it is up to us to spend 

the time with Him to realize what and how He 

will work through us. 
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Confirmation Preparation  

(typically in tenth grade)  

Preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation is 

an eight month program which includes the following:   

G.I.F.T.ñplease select Sunday as Faith Sharing groups will 
meet during Sunday G.I.F.T.  break -out sessions 

Faith sharing groups in catechistsõ homes on six Sundays 

Five large group events  

Four sponsor/candidate gatherings  

A weekend retreat on Nov. 7 -8, 2009  
 

Confirmation begins with parentsõ meeting at 7:00 pm on 

Sunday, September 20 th  after the G.I.F.T. kick -off event and 

concludes with the Confirmation Mass on April 9, 2010.  
 

Activity code:        Fee:     
CON ð  Sunday  6:30 -8      $65  

GS -  Gioventù Studentesca (Student Youth)  

(9- 12 grade)  
 

The community of GS gives teens a place to help recognize 

Christõs presence in all aspects of their lives as they begin to 

ask some of lifeõs serious questions as a teenager. What is the 

point of school? What does it mean to be truly happy? How do I 

know that this is love? The GS group in Rochester meets at 

6:30 pm on Saturday nights at Pax Christi. The experience  

includes discussions, making meals together, hiking, canoeing, 

movies, and charitable works. We also participate in an annual 

winter and summer vacation with GS groups from all over the 

United States.  

Activity code:                 Fee: 
GS ñ Saturday  6:30                               None.  Event fees may apply.  I have come to  

realize how much I 

truly need Christ. 

PROOF 

(6- 12 grade)  
PROOF is the name of  our middle 

school and high school faith  

formation program . This  gathering is 

PROOF that Christ is living among 

teenagers today. We empower teens 

to seek Christ in everyday life and live as disciples of Christ in 

the world.  Grades 6-8 and 9-12 meet on Wednesday evenings. 

Our topics enhance the G.I.F.T. themes.  
Middle School (6 -8 grade):  

5:30 -6 pm Open R.O.C.K. (Come hang out before PROOF)  

6-7:30 pm PROOF 

High School (9 -12 grade)  

7:30 -9 pm PROOF 

9-9:30 pm Open R.O.C.K. (Stay and hang out after PROOF.)  

 

Open R.O.C.K. will be held at the R.O.C.K., lower level of the former rectory.  

 PROOF is in the Centerspace, lower level of the church.  

 

After our youth center is completed,   

all activities will be moved into the new building!  
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Books we will be using:  

Middle School :  

  The NAB Catholic Youth Bible (St. Maryõs Press)          $22    

High School:  

  The Journey to Truth is an Experience     $18  

  Luigi Giussani (McGill -Queens University Press)        

Please bring your own book. It may be purchased on Sept. 

20 th  or at Gifts of Faith , 1816 2nd ST SW, Rochester.  

 Activity code:      
PMS6 ð  Wednesday  6 -7:30  
PHS730- Wednesday 7:30 -9 
 
Fee:   
None.  Event fees may apply.  

After going to 

PROOF, it 

opened me up 

I have learned to judge 

my experiences and to 

recognize Christôs True 

Presence in my life. 
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KINGDOM KIDS  

(1- 5 grade)   

KINGDOM KIDS are kids who live in the constant awareness 

that God is in charge. In addition to G.I.F.T., children attend  

age-specific faith sharing small groups that enhance the    

G.I.F.T. themes. Our lessons are based on the We Believe  
series by Sadlier. The same group of children and adults meet  

throughout the school year. KINGDOM KIDS is  

offered Monday evenings at 4:45 -5:45 pm and 6:30 -7:30pm.  

  

Books we will be using:  
First Grade:  

   The Eager Reader Bible Story Book  (Our Sunday Visitor)                

   With Jesus Always Mass/Prayer Book (Sadlier)  

Second Grade: (Sacramental Preparation)  

   Call to Celebrate: Reconciliation (Harcourt)  

   Call to Celebrate: Eucharist (Harcourt)                            

   With Jesus Always Mass/Prayer Book (Sadlier)  

Third Grade:  

   Breakthrough! The Bible for Young Catholics (St. Mary's Press)  

   With Jesus Always Mass/Prayer Book (Sadlier)    

Fourth and Fifth Grade:  

   Breakthrough! The Bible for Young Catholics (St.Mary's Press)                                        

   We Believe and Pray: Prayers and Practices for Young Catholics (Sadlier)                         
Books will be distributed the first evening of  

    KINGDOM KIDS, but if you have one please bring it.  

Childrenõs choir   

 practices from  

5:45 - 6:30 on Mondays.  

Contact Joe Kelley 

(kelleyjm@charter.net)  

 to register.  

Activity code:     
KK445 ð Monday 4:45 -5:45 pm 
KK630 - Monday 6:30 -7:30 pm    
 

Fee:  
$45  My children come home 

talking about the lessons 
and asking more questions.  
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First Reconciliation and First Eucharist  

 Sacramental Preparation  

(typically in second grade)  

Preparation for the sacrament of Reconciliation/Eucharist is 

an eight month program which includes:   
G.I.F.T.  

faith sharing groups offered Monday evenings  

two Saturday morning retreats (Nov. 21, 2009  and  

 Feb. 20, 2010 ) for candidates and parent(s)  
 

Faith sharing small groups are Monday evenings from either 

4:45 -5:45 pm or 6:30 -7:30 pm. First Reconciliation begins 

with parentsõ meeting at 7: 00 on Sunday, September 20 after 

the GIFT kick -off event and concludes with the  communal 

Reconciliation service on Thursday, December 17 th  from  

7:00 -8:30.   First Eucharist preparation is from January -April. 

First Communion weekend is April 24 th  and 25 th , 2010. 
 
 

Activity code:     
RE 445 ð Monday  4:45 -5:45 pm 
RE630 ñ Monday 6:30ð7:30 pm    
 
Fee: 
$65  
Sacramental preparation candidates  

are a part of KINGDOM KIDS, but have a  

different fee because of the two extra retreats.  

[Through this experience I learned that] as a parent it is important  

to show involvement and excitement as my child prepares for  

First Communion , and especially to attend Mass every week! 


