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Dear Parishioners,

Welcome to our sixth year of Growing in Faith
Together (G.I.F.T.). This booklet includes our

parish preschool -adult faith formation opportunities.
This mailing is your registration form and

0 please do not lose it!

information for the year

We continue to build on our successes. In addition to
offering the G.L.F.T. family program once a month, we have
weekly age-specific follow -up sessions for our youth and a
adul ts
theme. Calendars for all programs may be found at our

website: PaxChristiChurch.org or will be available at our
th

monthly topic

kick - off event on Sept. 20

A resource you may want to consider having available is the
Catholic Faith Handbook and the Catechism of the Catholic
Church. Both will be available on Sept. 20 ™ or at Gifts of
Faith, located at 1816 2 "™ ST SW in Rochester.

The four pillars of the Catholic Church will continue to be
emphasized. We will grow together in:

1. What we believe
2. How we worship
3. How we live

4. How we pray

Throughout this
Pax parishioners about our various programs. We hope you will

find them enlightening.

year ds bookl et

Growing in Faith Together

(G.I.LF.T.) Team
2009 -2010

Father Joseph Keefe
Pastor
paxfrkeefe@charter.net
282-8542 ext. 101

Fr. Caesar Dralega
Parochial Vicar
frcaesarl19@charter.net
282-8542 ext. 119

Joe Kelley

G.I.LF.T. Liaison
kelleyjm@charter.net
282-8542 ext. 109

Angie Slattery

Youth Minister

Paxyouthministry
@charterinternet.com

282-8542 ext. 107

paxchristiyouth.org

Joyce Lehman

Elementary Youth Minister

paxelementary
@charterinternet.com

282-8542 ext. 108

paxchristichildren.org

Diane Solheid - Miller
Preschool Coordinator
paxpreschool@charter.net
282-8542 ext. 105
paxchristichildren.org

Michelle Todd

G.L.LF.T. Assistant
thetoddfamily@charter.net
282 -8542 ext. 106
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Chil drenods Liturgy of The revised fee schedule from last year will continue. The
maximum annual fee any family will pay for programs is $130.
Volunteering to be a catechist in a variety of ministry areas

(3yearsold 9 second grade)

Childrends Liturgy of the Word i may earn you a discount (see the yellow ministry form).
during the 5:15 Mass throughout the year and also at the Extra optional events such as skiing, bowling, etc. may have
9 am and 10:45 am Sunday Masses during the summer. an event fee. If any of these fees causes a financial
Children three years old through second grade leave Mass hardship, a limited number of scholarships are available.

after the Opening Prayer and explore the
Word of God further at their own level.
They return to Mass after the homily.

G.I.LF.T. will again be offered once a month on a Monday and
Sunday. On the Wednesday after the Monday G.I.F.T., all
adults are invited to our catechist/parent faith sharing

night. This is an opportunity to investigate how the life of

the catechist is communicated; how do you give what you

] , have received to our preschool -high school children? Beside
Lookin g aheade. .. Datls helping to build a community of believers, there will be the
opportunity to learn more about the upcoming youth faith

There is no fee or pre -registration required.

Pax Christi Summer Camp (grades K -5) June 21-25 _ _

Middle School Work Camp (grades 6 -8) August 2 -6 formation sessions.

GS Summer Vacation (grades 9 -12) July 10-15 . _ N
Work Camp (grades 9 -12) TBD Please take a few minutes to review all of the opportunities

available, fill out the registration and volunteer forms and

return them to the church office by September 1 . There

will also be a drop box in the gathering area of the church

for your convenience. We'll see you at the kick  -off event on
September20 " when we gather to enjoy
Talent! o

Peace,
The G.I.LF.T. team
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Growing in Faith Together (G.l.F.T)
Kick-Off Event
(all ages)

Pax Christiodos Got

On September 20 ™ come and be entertained by your
fellow parishioners. The line -up is still being finalized, but
we have parishioners who can play musical instruments,
juggle, talk like Kermit the Frog, dance, and sing!

You donodt want to

5:00 Meal
6:00 Talent Show
6:45 Information about our
faith formation programs
7:00 Information about Sacramental preparation

If you have a child who will be
preparing to receive
Reconciliation, Eucharist, or Confirmation
this year, please plan to attend.
Specific detailed information will be presented.

mi

S S

(4"7 6™ grade)

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program for older
children continues to develop the special relationship each child
has with Jesus. The child continues to meditate on the Liturgy
and Scripture. The following topics are covered: History and
Kingdom of God, the Plan of God, Prophet studies, Meditations
on Creation, Sin, and the Flood, Sacraments, Moral parables,
Prayer, the Eucharist, and the Miracles of Jesus. Offered
Thursday evenings from 6 -7:30. Registration is limited.

A K

Activity code: nowl

|t has been incredi

il -7 i1 dreno ears
COGSTh9 i Thursday 6 -7:30 chi r:'\gYOW over the past f?vl Yy
Catholicis childo> to Mass.
Lee: heerc;a transferring easily over
$45 Shep

Sunday School

(3, 4, 5 years old and kindergarten age)
by September 1, 2009

Sunday School is offered on Sunday mornings during the school
year. These classes are held in a traditional classroom setting
during the 9 am and 10:45 am Mass. In addition to Bible
teachings, singing, and learning about God's love, there is
specific emphasis on the four pillars of the Catholic Faith.

Activity code:
SS 9 9 am Mass

SS 1045 810:45 am Mass

the )
ctxrlculum for tp;
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Wi nt We.re aCt[VitI'eS tS
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el.
Fee:

> My child loves the sONgs



Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
(Preschool- Kindergarten 3 85 years old)

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a philosophy rooted in

the Bible and the liturgy of the Church. Thi s o&dmaddpgr o
helps children become more familiar with the most essential

mysteries of our faith and their personal relationship with

Jesus by hearing, pondering, and celebrating Scripture and the
Liturgy. Offered Monday evenings from 4:45  -5:45 pm or

6:30-7:30 pm, and also on Thursday mornings from 8:45 -10:15

am. Registration is limited.

Activity code.

COGS445 - Monday 4.45 -5:45 pm
COGS630 d Monday 6:30 - 7:30 pm
COGS845 d Thursday 8:45 -10:15 am

Fee:.
$45

(1% 3" grade)
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for this age continues to

focus on the childds relationshi
Scripture. Topics include: the Kingdom of God and related

parables, Infancy, Paschal and Resurrection Narratives,

Synthesis of the Mass and the Eucharist, and the Rite of
Reconciliation and First Communion. Offered Thursday evenings

from 6 -7:30. Registration is limited.

Activity code:
COGSTh6 fi Thursday 6 -7:30

Fee.
$45
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Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T)

(all ages)
G.L.F.T. is our primary faith -learning opportunity.

Various topics based on the four pillars of the

Catholic faith are explored throughout the

year in an inter -generational faith experience.
Through G.I.F.T., we learn more about how to live

the life Jesus offers us.

Monthly times are:

school

Mondayi meal at 5:15, faith event from 6:00 -7:45

OR

Sundayi meal at 4:30, faith event from 5:15 -7:00.

Confirmation families, please sign up for Sunday. Candidates will meet with

their confirmation small groups aduring break

Topics for 2009 - 2010

-out sessions.

September 21 or 27 Choosing to Be -Come Catholic:
Why it Made All the Difference

October 19 or 25 Your Soul Alive:

When Your Gi ft Meet s

November 16 or 22 Il tds My

Life. Leave Me

Responsibilities in Catholic Teaching
January 18 or 24 Jesus Christ: SuperTruth
February 15 or 21 Soul Food for Lent:

A Heart Healthy Journey
March 15 or 21 Glorious Mysteries:

The Beauty of a New Beginning

April 19 or 25 Catholic Identity:

Why Does it Matter?

Please fill out the enclosed blue Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T)

family registration/stewardship form.

Fee: None, but please pre -register

| enjoyed the community puilding.
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Digging Deeper
(adults)

Did you hear something at G.I.F.T. that intrigued you?
Do you have more questions?
Do you want to enhance your ability to live your faith in the world

Offered Thursday after the Sunday G.I.F.T.
from 6 -7:30 pm.

2009 -2010 Dates and Topics

Oct. 1 Why do people decide to become Catholic?

Oct. 29 Your Soul Al i ve: Wh e n
Part Il

Dec. 3 Life at all costs? Do we ever outlive our usefulness?

Jan. 28 What is truth? Is it really relative?

Feb. 25 Sin, Fasting, and Grace

March 25 How is your life a glorious mystery?

April 29 Catholic Identity: Why does it matter? Part Il

We encourage parents to participate in the Digging Deeper
sessions. If you have young children, the nursery will be available.
Please let us know your needs.

There is no fee or pre -registration required.

Your

C

First Reconciliation and First Eucharist

Sacramental Preparation

(typically in second grade)

Preparation for the sacrament of Reconciliation/Eucharist is
an eight month program which includes:
e G.LF.T.
o faith sharing groups offered Monday evenings
e two Saturday morning retreats (Nov. 21, 2009  and
Feb. 20, 2010) for candidates and parent(s)

Faith sharing small groups are Monday evenings from either
4:45-5:45 pm or 6:30 -7:30 pm. First Reconciliation begins

wi t h p aneaimgtats’/.600 on Sunday, September 20 after
the GIFT kick -off event and concludes with the  communal
Reconciliation service on Thursday, December 17 ™ from
7:00-8:30. First Eucharist preparation is from January
First Communion weekend is April 24 ™ and 25™, 2010.

-April.

Activity code.
RE 445 d Monday 4:45-5.45 pm
RE630 /i Monday 6:3037:30 pm

Fee:
65

Sacramental preparation candidates
are a part of KINGDOM KIDS, but have a
different fee because of the two extra retreats.
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KINGDOM KIDS
(1- 5 grade)

KINGDOM KIDS are kids who live in the constant awareness
that God is in charge. In addition to G.I.F.T., children attend
age- specific faith sharing small groups that enhance the
G.I.LF.T. themes. Our lessons are based on the We Believe
series by Sadlier. The same group of children and adults meet
throughout the school year. KINGDOM KIDS is

offered Monday evenings at 4:45 -5:45 pm and 6:30 -7:30pm.

Books we will be using:
First Grade:
The Eager Reader Bible Story Book (Our Sunday Visitor)
With Jesus Always Mass/Prayer Book (Sadlier)
Second Grade: (Sacramental Preparation)
Call to Celebrate: Reconciliation (Harcourt)
Call to Celebrate: Eucharist (Harcourt)
With Jesus Always Mass/Prayer Book (Sadlier)
Third Grade:
Breakthrough! The Bible for Young Catholics  (St. Mary's Press)
With Jesus Always Mass/Prayer Book (Sadlier)
Fourth and Fifth Grade:
Breakthrough! The Bible for Young Catholics (St.Mary's Press)
We Believe and Pray: Prayers and Practices for Young Catholics (Sadlier)

Books will be distributed the first evening of
KINGDOM KIDS, but if you have one please bring it.

Activity code:
KK445 d Monday 4.45 -5:45 pm
KK630 - Monday 6:30-7:30 pm

Chil drends
practices from
5:45 - 6:30 on Mondays.
Contact Joe Kelley
(kelleyjm@charter.net)
to register.
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R.C.I.A.
(The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
(adults)

Do you know anyone who is interested in joining the Catholic Church?
Are they hesitant or unsure where to begin?
Have you talked to them about the process
by which they would become members of the Catholic Church?

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) is a program
concerned with the total formation of the person so that they may
come to understand, believe, live, pray, and serve the Church
community.

This is a weekly learning and faith
sharing experience with Fr. Keefe,
Fr. Caesar, and the R.C.I.A. team.
R.C.LLA. meets on a day of the
week determined by the group.

-8542
Fee: None

To register, contact the church office @ 282
or parishioner, Cathy Walden @ 287 -6047.



