
Pax Christi Pastoral Council

Tuesday, October 18, 2011

Minutes

Members Present:  Council -- Zeljko Bajzer, Julie Andrist, Sally Burns, Tom Speltz.  Parish Trustee -- Pete Streit.  Parish Administrator:  Mark Oldenberg.  Pastor:  Fr. Fogal.  

Old Business

Reviewed Open Action Items

· Website Plans -- Dave, Mark, and the website planning group will get together in the next few weeks to review the current status of our website and discuss what needs to be done going forward.  Currently there is no way to ensure “automatic” updates to things such as the bulletin and pastoral council meeting minutes.  Mark has to enter those things manually as he gets them and time allows.  The expense to allow automatic updates is likely prohibitive.  The home page is set up so that the most current calendar events are displayed, and Brian Todd has been instructed to post the Bulletin at the same time he sends it to the printer, unless there is something in it that we do not want published ahead of time.
· Parish-wide Faith Formation -- The “One Heart, One Mind” program will be the parish faith formation initiative for this year.  This is the replacement for GIFT.  The first meeting was held Oct. 16 and had about 60 people in attendance, mostly younger people and their parents.  Those that attended reported a lot of good interaction and stimulating reflection.  It was suggested that more of an effort be made to encourage parishioners of all ages to attend the next meeting in December and communicate that this is in fact the replacement for GIFT.  It was also suggested that more joint programs with Holy Spirit be initiated, such as marriage enrichment programs or programs like the one with Tim Smith this fall.
· Virtus Training -- The parish training sessions that were scheduled have now been completed.  About 170 people have been trained.  It is possible that one more session may be scheduled after the holidays that would be for the general parish membership if there is interest.  This might also be helpful for chaperones of the youth retreats that are upcoming.
Parish Financial Update Feedback -- The council shared with Fr. Fogal that we thought he did a very nice job with this at the Oct. 8-9 Masses.  No one has heard an adverse comment.  In fact, the response so far has been above normal as far as the number of new people signing up for electronic giving or increasing their donation.  In about six weeks, there will be a follow-up mailing focusing on encouraging non-givers to consider giving something within their means.  Also, we will focus on encouraging people to remember Pax in their wills.

RCIA Coordinator Follow Up -- Sister Jan has been working hard in several areas since joining the staff about a month ago.  She has a good number of people signed up to attend RCIA classes and also to help out with the teaching of the class.  Already there is an increase of the number of students over last year.  She is planning to conduct the class on Monday nights in the room outside of the chapel area, and is hoping to get started within the next couple of weeks.

Marian Garden Feedback

· The blessing and dedication was well-attended on Oct. 16.  Mark is currently finishing up an article and a picture for the next edition of The Courier.  

· There was discussion about what additional adornments, if any, would be appropriate for this area.  Several groups and individuals have already expressed an interest in adding various items.  The consensus of the Council is that anything additional that is added should be in consultation with the Artist/Designer in order to add enhancement rather than become a distraction to the intent of the Garden.  It was agreed that the Herrings would be contacted to see what plans could be made for a “Phase II” of the project, and then monetary donations would be accepted for that.

· Mark will look into what needs to be done so that the Garden can be appropriately lighted at night.

New Business

Open Forum

· A discussion was held regarding the proposed marriage amendment to the Minnesota Constitution defining marriage as between one man and one woman.  The Catholic Church strongly supports this amendment.

· Fr. Fogal is concerned with the large number of people that are leaving Mass immediately after communion.  A lot of important information is given during announcements that these people are missing, not to mention that the Mass is not officially over until after the closing song.  Discussion included possibly limiting the length/number of announcements or moving them to the start of Mass, and possibly having Father mention the importance of staying throughout the entire Mass either during an upcoming Mass or in the bulletin.  Father will discuss this more with Joe Kelley to see what could be done.  It was also suggested that an announcement be made at the start of Mass to have people silence or turn off their cell phones to avoid distractions.

· Mark reported that a new state law went into effect August 1 requiring at least one person who is certified in food safety supervise any church gathering where food is served.  Dan Scheitel has been trained and is that person for our parish.

The next meeting is scheduled for November 15.  

