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Pax Christi is very
fortunate to have a Marion
Grotto located on our
grounds west of the
rectory. In this beautiful
sacred space, visitors
come to contemplate and
honor our Blessed Mother.
The original inspiration
for this grotto came during
a youth group mission trip
in 2006. When they
stopped to pray the rosary
at a Marian grotto on the
way home, they were so
inspired by its beauty that
Father Caesar Dralega suggested they might be able to build a small grotto honoring
Mary at Pax. With the encouragement of Father Joseph Keefe, the idea took off. Fund
raising started and by the spring of 2008, a sculptor was commissioned to create a
bronze statue of Mary. As the result of the tireless work and support of many
parishioners, the Grotto was completed in 2011. On October 16, 2011, Bishop
Harrington dedicated and blessed the Grotto and at the same time we consecrated our
parish to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

At the dedication, Terese Horlocker
described the unique ways in which the
design of the Grotto makes it a simple,
reverent, holy place to contemplate Our
Mother in a special way.

Cast life-size in bronze and centered on
hand hewn stone, Our Mother is simply
dressed and barefoot; her head is bent
slightly downward. Here is the humble
handmaid of the Lord. Mary bows low to
welcome her little ones into open arms.
She beckons us to be gathered safely
under her mantle of protection. The
statue is sited so that she gazes into the
eyes of those kneeling and praying.
Anchored and stable, children may
climb into her lap for safety and learn of
her grace.



All components of the grotto
nurture prayer; Mary always
directs us to her Son. 

Perennial flowers and grasses,
shrubs and vines planted
throughout give an awakening in
Easter, color in summer,
reflections in fall and hope for
new beginnings at Christmas and
through the winter. 

Leading into and throughout the grotto,
are tumbled cobblestone pavers as a
reminder of pilgrimage. Embedded
within the pavers is a rosary- that sweet
chain which links us to God- that may
be walked. A trickle of water tumbles
and flows nearby; font of life and
reminder of tears shed. To provide
shade in the summer heat and food in
the fall, a large apple tree stands
watchfully over Mary and her children. 

Terese Horlocker, 2011

The Grotto is the destination of many who come
here year round to spend time with Mary. Because
of the many perennial and annual flowers and
grasses, the garden is always beautiful. From the
earliest signs of life in the spring, to the multiple
shades of flowers in bloom throughout  the
summer and fall, and even as winter snows cover
the rocks and plants, the Grotto is a perfect place
to come and meditate while contemplating the
wonder of the universe God has given us and 

honoring his Mother.  

Would you like to help?
Just as a lot of effort was needed to create and
build the Grotto, ongoing effort is needed to
maintain its beauty. The Grotto Gardeners are a
group of dedicated workers who provide the continual upkeep for the many plants and
flowers that make the garden beautiful. Days and time vary depending on weather, but
all that is needed are hands willing to work.

Holy Spirit School gather to pray the rosary in the Grotto. The  school makes a

pilgrimage to Pax Christi each year bringing plants and flowers to honor Mary.


